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Résumé : Le papier actuel se concentre sur [’étude de la description du
petit « autre » dans les albums de la littérature d’enfants qui ont été édités
en Grece aprés 2004. Plus spécifiquement, les diverses descriptions du
petit « autre », [’immigré, la personne qui est différente sont examinees
de maniére approfondie et notre attention se porte principalement sur
ses caractéristiques externes, les réles qu’il est invité a entreprendre, les
activités auxquelles il participe, ses relations aux autres membres du groupe
ou & la société en général comme ils sont enregistrés non seulement dans le
code linguistique du texte mais principalement dans le code d’illustration ce
qui est habituellement surabondant dans les livres d’enfants illustreés.
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Abstract: The present paper focuses on the studying of the depiction of the little “other”
in the illustrated books of Children’s Literature that have been published in Greece after
2004. More specifically, the various depictions of the little “other”, the immigrant, the
person who is different are closely examined and our attention mainly focuses on his /
her external features, the roles he / she is asked to undertake, the activities he / she
participates in, his / hers relations to the other members of the group or to society in
general as they are registered not only in the linguistic code of the text but mainly in the
illustrative code which is usually overabundant in the illustrated children’s books.
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Objective and specific comments

The children’s literary books influence in more than one way the children’s standards
and attitudes regarding adults since both the social and political reality as well as
ideology are reflected in them (Hunt, 1991). Various readings of illustration which
are defined in the section of methodology bring in the foreground the component
elements of an approach that views both the literary text and the illustration as
a tank of social practices (Bresson, 1981: 185-197) and ways of wondering about
issues that specifically concern stereotypes and characteristic features of the
little “other”.
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Consequently the study of both the illustrative and the textual depictions -
the little “other” in the field of the illustrated children’s book which regarc:
and usually has a child of a certain age mainly as recipient, may contribute :-
the understanding of unclear social procedures as well as the ways of a humz-
behavior they include, that is, stereotypes, attitudes, values and perceptio-:
(Karasavvidou, 1998). It is also understandable that the procedure of depictin:z
the world in general and more specifically the world of the little “other” thz-
is attempted through the illustration and the literary text cannot be seen as =
neutral representation of the social reality but as a reproductive mechanism of
the prevailing culture and the social hierarchy (Kanatsouli, 2000). To be specific
the code of children’s illustration owns strategies and techniques which car
easily persuade about what is evident and really reasonable which naturall,
becomes more easily accepted, in other words, it doesn’t resists the filter of
dispute, because is enlisted in the category of Children’s Literature.

Nineteenth (19) children’s books with illustrations by Greek writers and illustrators
which have been published after 2000 have been selected and analyzed. The
publication of children’s books focusing on the issue of immigrants occurs mainl,
after the crucial decade of 1990-2000 when immigrants in large numbers came
to Greece. Children’s Literature very quickly processes in a myth poetic manner
at first the social impact of immigration in several children’s novels and ther
attempts to do the same with books that have a double code of narration (botr
illustrative and textual) and refer to younger ages. Under the term illustratec
children’s books one can include various distinct categories the boundaries
of which can easily be confused. Based on previous attempts of defining anc
classifying the Greek children’s books with illustrations first of all the categon
“illustrated children’s book” is distinguished. In the category of the “illustratec
book” the picture actually interprets or portrays indicatively certain and usually
main issues or patterns of the text of the book (Giannikopoulou, 2006). On the
exactly opposite side, there is another easily- distinguished category of children’s
books with illustrations which includes the widely known “picture books”. Ir
these books the prevailing formalistic feature is the collaboration between the
illustrative and textual (linguistic) code in a relevant environment of equivalence
or rather relative equivalence with variations of favoring the one or the other
side respectively. It is easily understood that between these two categories of
children’s books with pictures there are several cases of children’s books with
pictures leaning however not clearly enough, towards the side of both the picture
book and the illustrated book. It is worth mentioning that in the category of the
picture book there are exceptional cases of books in which the role of the picture
is so direct and determining that it completely eliminates the respective role of
the language, in other words, there is no linguistic text or even if there is any, its
role is limited to titles or optional subtitles to the illustrations. In these cases the
predominance of the term picture - narrative is obvious (Karakitsios, 1991: 24).

In essence, the books belonging to the above mentioned categories are the
combination of two different codes, the code of the language and the code of
the picture. However, the qualitative and quantitative presence of the picture is
the determining factor in the depiction of the meaning and the topic of the book.
The role and significance of the picture in the thematic development of the book









